Advanced Placement English Literature and Composition

Course Syllabus

Mr. Mahoney 

Contact information:

Rio Americano High School

4540 American River Drive, Sacramento, CA 95819

Room A3 

mmahoney@sanjuan.edu (best contact)

(916) 971-8931 x78

Brief Course Description:

AP English Literature is a yearlong course that requires students to read great works of literature with attention to small details and big questions. You will discuss literature and your own writing every day. You will keep extensive notes and write a composition on average every two weeks. Discussions and analytical essays will focus on style, tone and theme of British and American literary works from the sixteenth to twenty-first centuries as well as the classical roots to these works and some translated works that relate to the core texts. The success of the course will depend largely on the questions that students bring and the willingness of the class to seek answers or more questions. This year, we will focus throughout the course on the value of studying literature. Your major essay for the second semester will be an analysis and personal reflection on this topic. 

Assignments and Assessment:
Students can expect one-to-two hours of homework in preparation for each class meeting. Students will receive reading and writing due dates well in advance, so they are responsible for completing these assignments regardless of absences. All assignments are due at the beginning of class unless noted otherwise. Back up all computer work. AP English is a college-credit course in high school, therefore AP students are expected to meet deadlines and tell me about any difficulties you may encounter—before the due date.
Writing in AP English is primarily literary analysis. Writing prompts are based on close readings of poems or brief prose passages and thematic analysis of complete works. In addition to longer papers (4-5 pages) taken through a writing process, students will write frequent timed in-class essays, which prepare them for AP exams as well as college exams and real world situations that require quick thinking and concise expression. Creative writing assignments will allow students an opportunity to show that they can synthesize structure, style and themes of the works we study. These assignments include writing a sonnet, other poetry, a satire or a short story.

Most process essays and other writing may be revised if the writer has met all deadlines and all requirements of the writing process (i.e. bringing complete assignments for peer editing, participating in editing). Students must conference with the teacher outside of class at least once each semester.

Students can expect to read and take notes on 30 pages a night in challenging texts. Class discussion and occasional reading quizzes will be used to assess completeness and comprehension of reading. Additional assessments include poetry memorization, oral presentations, class notes.


To enhance our understanding of imaginative expression, students must attend and write about five cultural events each semester. Two can be on campus and you can participate in two, if they are different in kind. Examples of things you can do: Attend a jazz, classical or world music concert, see a play, go to gallery, read a good book outside of class, see a classic movie at a theater, go to a museum, attend a dance recital, etc. Forms are available on my web site.
State Standards and test preparation:

Although this course demands college-level work, we will also meet California CCSS for 12th-grade language arts instruction, which can be read on the Calif. Dept. of Education web site. While this is not a test-prep course, AP English well prepares students for the AP English Literature and Composition exam. All students are encouraged to take the exam, which counts as part of the second semester final. Students who do not take the official exam will take an in-class version. 
Academic Integrity/Cheating:

Students are expected to meet the highest standards of academic integrity. Academic dishonesty includes such things as copying off another’s test; allowing someone to copy off your test; using unauthorized notes on a test; sharing information about a test with a student who has not taken it; using forbidden sources for essays, oral presentations, etc.; plagiarism, and interfering with another student’s ability to complete an assignment. Any form of academic dishonesty or cheating will result in a zero for the assignment plus a 50-point

penalty, a D or F grade in citizenship, detention, a meeting with your parent/guardian and referral to the vice principal for additional punishment. A second incident during the year or flagrant enough first offense (such as plagiarizing more than a paragraph on an essay) will result in an academic F grade for the semester and an F grade in citizenship, detention, another parent conference and referral to the vice principal. (Lying about the first offense is a second offense.)
General Classroom Rules:

1. Be ready to work when the bell rings. Three tardies = detention and lowered citizenship grade. Students who overuse passes from other teachers will lose that privilege. Do not pack up before the bell rings.

2. Bring all needed supplies every day. Clean up before you go.

3. No eating without permission; no gum chewing ever. No hats. No electronic devices without teacher’s permission. First offense for using a phone is detention. Second offense is a referral. Third offense is a referral and a citizenship grade no higher than D. 

4. Be respectful and engaged always.
Grades

98-100 = A+, 94-97 = A, 91-93 = A-

88-90 = B+, 84-87 = B, 81-83 = B-

71-80 = C

65-70 = D

64 and below = F

Grades will be based on a combination of essays, other writing, quizzes and tests, journals, class participation and homework. The biggest factor in your grade will be writing that is taken through revision, followed by on-demand in-class essays. 

Objectives: As we work through the year, students will work on the following objectives:

1. Analyze language: Consider what effect word choice and literary devices have on tone and meaning.

2. Analyze structure and genre: Consider how the form of the work affects reader responses

3. Analyze theme: How do all the elements of a work contribute to an implied observation about the human condition.
4. Research and analyze historical contexts, author biography and critical responses to certain works. Consider how the author’s culture and historical events influenced the creation of the work and how the work may have been perceived in its time and ours

6. Elucidate connections to other works and to students’ lives

7. Speak and listen actively while sharing thoughtful analysis and raising essential questions

8. Write effective analysis of literature or creative works that show an awareness of literary form and theme

9. Develop editing skills and respond to editing in taking papers through writers workshop

10. Develop broad vocabulary based on reading and a technical/academic vocabulary for discussing literature
Rough Schedule Overview:

First Semester:

Week one (two days):

Course introduction

Quiz on summer reading.

Week two:

Introduce the College Admission Essay. Assign essays
Discuss 100 Years of Solitude (summer reading)

Reread selected chapters

Begin essay instruction (thesis statement and making an argument)

Writing: First in-class essay on 100 Years

Discuss Bible summer reading / quiz on allusions

Parables from Bible and other sources (handout)

Week three

Introduce tragedy and Greek theater
Plato Allegory of the Cave

Greek Myth: Persephone  et al
Writing: Ungraded in-class essay. First College Essay Due. 
Weeks four

Sophocles: Oedipus and Antigone

 (We consider structure of tragedy and drama, address essential questions on topics such as justice.)
Assign Essay on Theme in Sophocles

Assign Play/Parable writing. 
Week Five
The sonnet and intro to Shakespeare. 

Writing: In class essay on sonnet.
Week Six-eight
Shakespeare: Hamlet

Shakespeare: Outside reading play: Much Ado About Nothing

Assessed by reading log.

(In Hamlet, we consider essential questions about justice, alienation, deceit, existential crisis)

Students memorize “To be or not to be” speech

Writing:

Two-page Analysis of a language and tone of a soliloquy

Four-page analysis of a theme

Week Nine

Much Ado

Week Ten

Perform Much Ado
College Essay

 Week 11
Poetry
Writing:

Essay Comparing Two Poems, Write Poem

Weeks 9-10

Writing: Essay with peer editing and revisions on theme

Weeks 11-12

Bronte: Wuthering Heights

We begin to consider the novel as a genre, introduce post-colonial literary theory, consider Romantic, Gothic,

historical and biographical elements in the book, and address essential questions presented by students.

Writing: Essay on Motif
Week 13
Perform student-written Greek Plays.

Conrad: The Secret Sharer

Week 14-17
Literature and Colonialism

Conrad: Heart of Darkness

Orwell: “Shooting an Elephant” essay, Kipling stories, additional essays and primary sources on colonialism
Achebe: Things Fall Apart
We continue to look at ways literature intersects with colonialism, address further development of the novel

After Week 15: THANKSGIVING BREAK

Week 17

Complete Colonialism: 
Literature and Colonialism Essay Due
Final Exam
Week 18

Poetry Out Loud
Interspersed with these units will be nonfiction readings on the literature and on separate contemporary issues.

Students will read on their own one contemporary short story per month. These stories can be selected from the pages of the New Yorker, Atlantic Monthly, Harpers, Granta, Story, etc. 
Students will read a novel of literary merit outside of class.

Students will watch two film or live stage performances of Shakespeare outside class. 

Students will watch two classic movies of their choice related to the themes of the books we study outside of class. 

Second semester

Week one

Poetry

Ciardi “How Does a Poem Mean” essay

Robert Frost, Elizabeth Bishop, Robert Browning

We return to poetry applying Ciardii to various poems to see how poetic technique intersects with meaning

Writing: First day: Essay on first outside reading book for senior project

Students choose or assigned sonnet to analyze/memorize

Week two:

Poetry/Sonnet

We intensify the study of form by tracing the sonnet from Petrarch to the 21st century

Writing: Original sonnet

Poetry analysis essay

Week three - four:

Camus: “Myth of Sysiphus,” “The Guest,” The Stranger

We look at literature and philosophy. Is Camus an existentialist? What ideas about humans and modern society are

reveals by his works. What ideas can we connect through his works. We consider students’ essential questions.

Writing: Short essay on The Stranger

Ungraded essay on language analysis of a key scence

Week five

The short story

We look at short stories including works from the anthology and stories from recent issues of The New Yorker and

other magazines. The list of stories necessarily changes each year as we work with stories published during the

school year as well as classics that may share theme or subjects with these stories. The focus is on the form of the

story, how a short story differs from other literary forms and ideas that arise from the stories.

Week six

Satire

Selections from Pope, Swift’s “Modest Proposal,”

Introduce Catch 22

Writing: Original satire

Week seven-nine

Catch 22

We explore ideas about satire, war, the purpose of life and other essential questions.

Writing 4-5 pages essay on themes of novel, taken through writing process.

Week 10-12

Beloved

We pay close attention to language and tone and narrative strands in this unit. We also look again at how literature

attempts to make sense of history while showing us something about ourselves in the current age. Many students

consider our last novel of the year the most difficult, so we go slow and we consider the function of difficulty.

Writing: Two AP style essays: One analyzing how Morrison uses language to reveal the narrator’s attitude

toward a character and one looking at an idea in the novel as a whole (such as the use of violence or the

way characters deal with the past) In preparation for the upcoming exam these are 40 minutes timed.

Week 13-14

Exam Review and Poetry

We begin to review for the AP exam taking practice exams and continuing to study poetry through essay and

multiple choice questions from old exams

Week 15

Review and AP Exam

Most students take multiple AP tests. We will review with whoever is in class before the English exam and use

class time for study until all AP exams are over.

Week 16-18

Student oral presentations on outside reading books. These are 12-15 minute speeches with the option of using other

media. Students will eschew plot synopsis and instead enlighten and entertain their audience by showing thematic

connections among the three works of literature.

Grades:

Grades a based on the following percentages: Long essays and other developed writing 40%. These papers will

always be workshopped. Short essays (including in-class essays with or without revision) 30%. Other writing 20%.

Class participation 10 %. Quizzes and other assignments 10%.

Based on a percentage of total points as follows: 98-100 or highest grade in class= A+. 94-97 = A. 90-93 = A-.

87-89 = B+. 83-86 = B. 80-82 = B-. 77-79 = C+. 73-76=C. 70-72=C-. 60-69=D. 59 and below=F.

= D / 59 or below = F

Note: Students must write all essays to pass. Students must do all reading, pass all reading quizzes, and complete all assignments to get an A.

