Newspaper Course Description

The Mirada

Rio Americano’s Newspaper

Adviser: Mr. Mahoney

mmahoney@sanjuan.edu
http://www.sanjuan.edu/webpages/mmahoney/

Course Goals and/or Major Student Outcomes 

Students will:

· Produce a monthly newspaper and web site (updated at least three times a week) that are accurate, informative, fair, meaningful and entertaining

· Become better writers and critical thinkers through mastery of reading, research, analysis and synthesis skills demonstrated in discussion, written work and evaluations. 

· Analyze current literature and the published writing styles of professional publications and demonstrate the ability to compare and contract, critique and evaluate different formats through discussion, written reflection, and tests.

· Demonstrate a sense of purpose and audience in their written work through the campus publication. 

· Deepen their understanding of journalism in modern American life and its implications to American and global society — including legal, and ethical implications — through reading, discussion, analysis and writing, to be demonstrated in discussion, on tests, and in written work.
· Demonstrate mastery of key concepts, principles, processes, tools, and skills necessary for reading, writing, and editing non-fiction though discussion, tests, and in written work; demonstrate a high degree of competency in producing, editing and publishing non-fiction, including placement of finished works in appropriate journalism publications.
The publication of student-run media is a major vehicle for achieving these goals and outcomes. 
Members of the newspaper staff are the leaders and decision-makers of the Mirada, Rio Americano High School’s newspaper. In newspaper class students will learn a number of journalism skills and complete the many tasks to create a high-quality newspaper that reflects the pictorial and written history of the campus activities and the lives of Rio students for the school year. The following list of newspaper tasks is extensive, but not inclusive.

· Create master designs for the paper (EIC)

· Create a detail ladder for each issue (page content list) (EIC)

·  Set up type specs and graphic elements for each section (EIC)

· Learn and apply journalistic style and rules

· Learn and apply journalism law and ethics

· Write practice articles and complete other training assignments

· Generate story and photo ideas

· Set up story and photo assignments (EIC, editor)

· Conduct interviews and report stories

· Post stories to google docs and place on pages

· Peer edit

· Edit pages and ensure completeness and high quality (editor)

· Take candid photos of a variety of people and situations

· Create and regularly update the index

· Sell advertising and create ads

· Attend required work nights (at least one per semester)

· Establish and meet publication deadlines

· Learn and use computers programs such as Photoshop and InDesign 

Standards of Evaluation:
· Grades are based upon: 

· Producing two publication worthy articles per month

· At least nne article must be a reported, developed and revised news article with that uses appropriate sources and follows news writing standards 

· With prior approval, the second article may be well-written review or opinion piece or other print-worthy text

· Following Associated Press/Mirada style guides

· Following guides for news writing

· Completing training exercises

· Participation in class and work nights

· The effort and quality of completed work (relative to grade and experience).

· The quality completion of individual and group assignments
· Meeting stage deadlines and final deadlines

· Profession integrity and honesty 
· Work for publication is more heavily weighted
· All work is assessed based on rubric given and discussed before the first assignment of that kind and posted on my web site.

A word on grades: Newspaper has students from all grades and many levels of publication experience. Furthermore students complete different tasks to create the book, such as supervising photography, writing and taking photos, and designing pages.  I cannot apply the same standard that I use for an English class. Grades are based on effort, improvement, meeting at least minimum standards, meeting deadlines, and quality of work. For example a sophomore new to the class is not expected to produce a story as well-written as a senior returning for her third year (although some freshmen beat the veteran seniors). But I can expect both the senior and sophomore to demonstrate great effort and to improve over the course of the year. And I expect all students to produce at least two articles and at least meet minimum standards. 

Key minimum standards:

Writing/reporting:

· Write two articles per month, meeting the following standards

· Conduct interviews, attend events and games that are part of the story and take careful notes

· Learn about your subject

· Interview at least four people for each story (except profiles). Include quotes from at least three people using our style for transition and attribution

· Research subject to ensure accurate and fair coverage

· Quote from a diverse group of people; not your friends, family or kids featured throughout the book

· Follow the stylebook and adhere to standard conventions of writing

·  Write to the required length (500-800 words for standard story)

· Meet deadlines with complete, publishable work

Photography (this can be done by rookies using auto settings):

· Take a lot of photos

· Photograph students in different situations (no lunch photos)

· Ensure proper lighting and focus

· For sports get action and reaction shots

· Make sure photos are uploaded and properly labeled

· Get names of subjects

· Take good care of camera (You are financially responsible of lost, stolen or damaged equipment.)

· Meet deadlines with complete, publishable work

Page design and creation:

· Follow Mirada style sheet and styles and libraries in inDesign

· Follow guides for drawing layouts

· Follow publications standards for headlines sizes, wrapping text, etc

Page/section editing

· Ensure all stories, photos, captions etc are in place and of a publishable quality before deadlines

· Work in a team with contributors

· Communicate problems to EIC and/or adviser

Extra credit (up to 5 percent of your grade) is available for students who help out beyond their assigned work and expected class participation. For example, a student who volunteers to shoot a sports event when the assigned photographer is sick could earn extra credit. However, extra credit has to be extra. Students who have failed to satisfactorily complete their assignments are not eligible. 

Grading Scale:

A 91-100
B 81-90
C 71-80
D 65-70
F 64 and below

Check for assignments and grade updates on the school website. 

Standards of Conduct:

· Adhere to all school rules. (These rules include tardy policy and restrictions on cell phones and other electronics.)

· Maintain computer equipment and provided cameras (You are financially responsible for lost, stolen or damaged equipment)

· Clean up after yourself. 

· No eating in computer room.

· Do not leave room without teachers approval and signing out

· Leave only on official business and return immediately

· Do not take students out of other classes without approval from their teacher before the class begins

· Take careful notes and double check all facts

· Do not plagiarize.

· Do not make up quotes or other information

· Plagiarism or making up quotes or inserting inappropriate material in a publication will result in an F on all parts of the assignment, a grade of no higher than C in the class, and a referral to the office. A second offence or serious enough first offence (determined entirely by the teacher) will result in an F for the semester and removal from the class. 

