The Politics of Food

Student Version

Reading selections for this module:
Berry, Wendell. “The Pleasures of Eating.” What Are People For? Essays. New York: North Point/Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 1990. 145-52.

Pollan, Michael. “When a Crop Becomes King.” New York Times 19 July 2002, late ed.: A17.
Reading Rhetorically

Prereading

The two articles discussed in this module were written more than ten years apart and have similar concerns: the health and well-being of humans. However, these two authors have different ways of pointing out essentially the same issues. Berry speaks directly to us as individuals, attempting to make us aware of food in general ways. He does not use argument in the way we might be familiar by giving us hard facts; he assumes that we are on his side, and, intuitively, we are. Pollan, on the other hand, speaks as if he believes we will not agree with him, so he barrages us with facts and details in order to prove his position. He talks to us about science, modern agriculture, health, and politics. Both of these articles will require your best critical reading and thinking skills.

Activity 1: Getting Ready to Read

Before we discuss the readings, think about how much sugar, fried foods, meat, fish, fresh vegetables, fruit, and so forth, that you eat daily. Then respond to one of the following quickwrites (you have five minutes to write):

Quickwrite 1: To what extent do advertisers influence your choices?

Quickwrite 2: Evaluate your own dietary habits and discuss whether and in what ways you should change your diet.

Quickwrite 3: Consider what you know about the food you eat, where it comes from, its quality, and so forth. How much do you know about your food?

Quickwrite 4: Think about the amount of time and the quality of that time that you spend eating. Do you drive and eat? Do you stand or walk while eating? Discuss how often you sit and enjoy the food that you eat.

Activity 2: Introducing Key Concepts

In small groups (of three or four), discuss the connection among these key vocabulary words from the module. What do these words have in common? What might the articles be about? Create a large graphic to share with the class about how your group sees these terms connected. You may use words or pictures to show the connections, but each word must be represented. These words will be revisited in activities to follow.


health


well-being


science


agriculture


politics
Activity 3: Surveying the Text 

Investigate the background of these authors and bring that information to class. When and where were these originally published? Should you trust these publishers? Why or why not?

1. Read the titles of the two articles and guess what they might discuss. Jot down your ideas.

2. Wendell Berry’s essay, “The Pleasures of Eating,” comes from a collection of his essays titled What Are People For? What do you think the title of the collection might mean? Jot down your ideas.

Activity 4: Making Predictions and Asking Questions 

Keep these questions in mind as you complete this activity:

· What do you think the subject of these essays will be?

· What do you think is the purpose of these essays?

· Who do you think is the intended audience for them?

· How do you know that?

· What do you think the writers want us to do or believe?

· From the titles and other features of the selections, what information or ideas might these essays present?

· Will the articles be negative or positive in relation to their individual topics? How did you come to these conclusions? 

· What are the arguments that each writer presents? What makes you think that?

1. Read the first two paragraphs of Berry’s “The Pleasures of Eating.” Jot down your predictions, based on the title and these early paragraphs, of what Berry might discuss.

2. Read the first paragraph of Pollan’s “When a Crop Becomes King.” Jot down your predictions, based on the title and this first paragraph, of what Pollan’s point of view might be. 

3. Will these writers make arguments? For what?

4. Read the first four paragraphs of Berry’s essay. Adjust your predictions about what Berry might try to do in his essay. 

5. Turn the title of Berry’s essay into some questions that you might keep in mind as you read the essay. 

6. Read the first four paragraphs of Pollan’s essay and adjust your predictions about what Pollan might try to prove. 

7. Turn the title of Pollan’s essay into some questions that you might keep in mind as you read the essay.

Activity 5: Introducing Key Vocabulary

The following vocabulary words are important to your understanding of these essays. Work in small groups to find the meanings of these words, and then record them in a vocabulary log of your own. You might use a combination of the context of the words and a dictionary to determine the meanings.

“The Pleasures of Eating” by Wendell Berry

· urban shoppers (paragraph 4)

· obstacles (paragraph 4)

· specialization (paragraph 5)

· industrial food consumer (paragraph 5)

· cultural amnesia (paragraph 6)

· a pig in a poke (paragraph 6)

· food esthetics (paragraph 8)

· perfunctory (paragraph 8)

· obliviousness (paragraph 9)

· relentlessly (paragraph 11)

· estranged (paragraph 20)

· comely arts (paragraph 20)

· concentration camp (paragraph 21)
“When a Crop Becomes King” by Michael Pollan

· dubious (paragraph 1)

· domestication (paragraph 2)

· insinuated (paragraph 3)

· subsidize (paragraph 4)

· wreaks havoc (paragraph 6)

· metabolized (paragraph 10)

· predators (paragraph 13)

Additional Activity

Cut out a food product from a magazine or bring in a food product from home. Create an advertisement for that product. Use at least five of the new vocabulary words from those listed above in your advertisement. Be sure you understand the word’s meaning and how it is used in the text. Your use of the word must agree with the contextual use. Remember to use persuasive techniques to “sell” your product. Revise and edit your advertisements.

Reading

Activity 6: First Reading

“The Pleasures of Eating”

Read Berry’s essay silently and note in the margins where your predictions turn out to be true. Note also what surprises you: what didn’t you know? Does he persuade you to accept his point of view? What, specifically? To what extent?

In groups of three or four, read a paragraph at a time and ask yourself the following questions for each paragraph:

· What does the paragraph say?

· What does the paragraph mean? 

· Why does it matter?

Discuss your responses in your group

“When a Crop Becomes King”

Read Pollan’s essay silently and note in the margin where your predictions turn out to be true. Note also what surprises you: What didn’t you know? Does he persuade you to accept his point of view? What, specifically? To what extent?

In groups of three or four, read a paragraph at a time and ask yourself the following questions for each paragraph:

· What does the paragraph say?

· What does the paragraph mean? 

· Why does it matter?

Discuss your responses in your group.
Activity 7: Rereading the Text

1.
Reread Berry’s essay, “The Pleasures of Eating.”


As you reread the text, make marginal notations: ask questions, express surprise, disagree, elaborate, and note any moments of confusion. Here is one way to structure marginal notations:

A.
Label what the author says in the left-hand margin:

· The introduction 

· The issue or problem Berry is writing about

· The author’s main arguments

· Examples the author gives 

· The conclusion

B.
In the right-hand margin, write your reactions to what the author is saying. 


Exchange your annotations and compare your labeling and responses in small groups or in pairs. Discuss why different people annotate a text differently.

2.
Reread Pollan’s essay, “When a Crop Becomes King.”


Make marginal annotations as before.

A.
In the left-hand margin, label the following:

· The introduction

· The issue or problem Pollan is writing about

· The author’s main arguments

· Examples the author gives

· The conclusion

B.
In the right-hand margin, write your reactions to what the author is saying. 


Exchange your annotations and compare your labeling and responses in small groups or in pairs. Discuss why different people annotate a text differently.

Activity 8: Analyzing Stylistic Choices

Words

What are the denotative and connotative meanings of the key words noted below for the two essays? Do you think the connotation or denotation you have for the word is the same as that intended in the text? Refer back to the text to see if your use and the text’s are in agreement. If not, in what way are they dissimilar? 

1.
Berry’s “The Pleasures of Eating” is about participating in the “agricultural act”—essentially being present for one’s food and understanding and appreciating the process from its beginning to our eating it. For the most part, Berry has a relaxed style, a personal voice. Although he does use sophisticated language at times, he speaks directly to the reader. Look at the following words and phrases and discuss why Berry chose them to explain his concerns about our lack of knowledge concerning agricultural processes:

· mere consumers—passive, uncritical, and dependent (paragraph 5)

· victim (paragraph 6)

· one reason to eat responsibly is to live free (paragraph 7)

· remarkable obliviousness (paragraph 9)

· dependent on toxic chemicals (paragraph 10)

· ignorance and helplessness (paragraph 12)

· bechemicaled factory-fields (paragraph 21)

· factory production line . . . looks more like a concentration camp (paragraph 21)


How are you affected by this language?

2.
“When a Crop Becomes King” is about a very specific crop—corn. The language is both sophisticated and informal. Look at the following words and phrases and discuss why Pollan chose them to highlight the huge social and environmental issues that he sees surrounding the overproduction of corn in the U.S. and our romantic sense of the crop. Notice the soothing language of the first paragraph—its romantic treatment of corn as fanciful and idealistic.

· plants stretched toward the sun (paragraph 1)

· ears of sweet corn (paragraph 1)

· ceremonies of an American summer (paragraph 1)

· second great lawn (paragraph 1)


How are you affected by this language?


Now examine the words Pollan uses in the rest of his essay. They are the opposite of fanciful and idealistic. 

· dominion (paragraph 4)

· welfare for the plant (paragraph5 )

· cornification (paragraph 6)

· corn we consume is invisible (paragraph 6)

· corn diet wreaks havoc (paragraph 6)

· illness and infection (paragraph 6)

· pushed sugar aside (paragraph 7)

· expanding race of corn eaters (paragraph 7)

· epidemic of obesity (paragraph 9)

· serious and lasting damage (paragraph 11)

· greediest of plants (paragraph 11)

· killed off marine life (paragraph 11)

· huge, inefficient, polluting machine (paragraph 12)

· guzzles fossil fuel (paragraph 12) 

· douse it with chemicals (paragraph 13)

· poison our water (paragraph 13)

· cracked system (paragraph 13)


How are you affected by this language?

Sentences

Generally, Berry’s sentences are not too complex, but he often uses substantial vocabulary to describe his complex ideas. Note the last sentence of paragraph 10 (“. . . meditate on the hygienic and biological implications of mile-square fields of cabbage . . .”)

· Find a few sentences in Berry’s essay that you have some trouble understanding and try to write them in your own words.

· Find the sentence in paragraph 9 that piles up verbs until you’re quite overwhelmed. What is the effect of such a sentence on the reader? Does it have rhythm? Does it matter?

Now take a look at the first sentence of the second paragraph in Pollan’s essay and write it in your own words (you may construct more than one sentence).

Does Pollan use varied sentence structure? Underline the types of sentences that he constructs. What effect does this variety have on the reader? Is it merely more interesting, or are there other reasons for his sentence structure?

Activity 9: Considering the Structure of the Text

1.
Consider the structure, or organization, of “The Pleasures of Eating.”

Mapping the Content

· Draw a circle in the center of a blank page and label it with the essay’s main idea.

· Record the text’s supporting ideas on branches that connect to the central idea.

Descriptive Outlining


Briefly explain the rhetorical function and content of each section in Berry’s essay.

· How does each section affect you, the reader? 

· What is the writer trying to accomplish?

· What does each section say? What is its content?

· Which section is more developed?

· Which section is least developed? Does it need more development?

· Which section is most persuasive? Least persuasive?

· From your chart, what do you think is the text’s main argument? Is it explicit or implicit?

Analyze Your Findings


Discuss with a classmate your version of the text’s organization, or structure. Participate in a class discussion of the text.

2.
Consider the structure, or organization, of “When a Crop Becomes King.”

Mapping the Content

· Draw a circle in the center of a blank page and label it with the essay’s main idea.

· Record the text’s supporting ideas on branches that connect to the central idea.

Descriptive Outlining


Briefly explain the rhetorical function and content of each section in Pollan’s essay.

· How does each section affect you, the reader?

· What is the writer trying to accomplish?

· What does each section say? What is its content?

· Which section is more developed?

· Which section is least developed? Does it need more development?

· Which section is most persuasive? Least persuasive?

· From your chart, what to you think is the text’s main argument? Is it explicit or implicit?

Analyze Your Findings


Discuss with a classmate your version of the text’s organization, or structure. Participate in a class discussion of the text.

Postreading

Activity 10: Summarizing and Responding

Write a summary of Pollan’s essay, “When a Crop Becomes King.” Limit it to ten sentences or less. Then generate five questions for a class discussion.

Write a summary of Berry’s essay, “The Pleasures of Eating.” Limit it to ten sentences or less. Then generate five questions for a class discussion.

Activity 11: Thinking Critically

Questions about Logic (Logos)

· What are Berry’s major claims and assertions? Do you agree with the author’s claims?

· Are any of his claims weak or unsupported? Which ones and why?

· Can you think of counterarguments that Berry doesn’t consider?

· Do you think the author has left something out on purpose? Why?

Questions about the Writer (Ethos)

· Does this author have the appropriate background to speak with authority on this subject?

· Berry makes a reference to Sir Albert Howard. Who is he? What is his book, Soil and Health, about?

· What does Berry’s style and language tell you about him?

Questions about Emotions (Pathos)

· Which of these two pieces affect your emotions the most? What parts?

· Do you think the authors are trying to manipulate your emotions? How?

· Do your emotions conflict with your logical interpretation of the arguments?

Connecting Reading to Writing

Writing to Learn

You have already been “writing to learn” by using writing to take notes, make marginal notations, map the text, make predictions, and ask questions. Now you are ready to use what you have learned in other ways.

Using the Words of Others

Activity 12: Using the Words of Others

One of the most important features of academic writing is the use of the words and ideas from written sources to support the writer’s own points. There are essentially three ways to incorporate words and ideas from sources. Note: Do not use the writer’s first name, as though you are good friends; that is much too informal.

· Direct quotation. Wendell Berry says, “If I am going to eat meat, I want it to be from an animal that has lived a pleasant, uncrowded life outdoors, on bountiful pasture, with good water nearby and trees for shade” (paragraph 21) We use direct quotations when the writer says something that we think is particularly interesting or eloquent and that we would diminish it by attempting to summarize it. 

· Paraphrase. In “The Pleasures of Eating,” Wendell Berry discusses seven ways that we can eat responsibly.

· Summary. In “The Pleasures of Eating,” Wendell Berry attempts to make us understand that being unconscious about our food and where it comes from lessens our humanity. He believes that if we’re engaged in eating as “an agricultural act,” we would generate a healthier worldview and we would be healthier as well.

You also need to learn to record all the necessary citation information and to get in the habit of documenting sources. For print material, at a minimum, you need to record the author, title, city of publication, publisher, date, and page number. The two most common documentation styles are the Modern Language Association (MLA) format, used mainly by English departments but also in business, and the American Psychological Association (APA) format. 

Here is the MLA format for a typical book (in the “Works Cited” section):

Bean, John C., Virginia A. Chappell, and Alice M. Gilliam. Reading Rhetorically: A Reader for Writers. New York: Longman, 2002.

Here is the MLA style for the article used in this module. Because it was published in a collection of essays, the format and the information change slightly.

Berry, Wendell. “The Pleasures of Eating.” What Are People For? Essays. New York: North Point/Farrar, Straus, and Giroux, 1990. 145-52.

You might also want to incorporate material from Web sites. To document a Web site, you need to give the author (if known), the title of the site (or a description, such as “Homepage,” if no title is available), the date of publication or update (if known), the name of the organization that sponsors the site, the date of access, and the Web address (URL) in angle brackets, as follows: 

University Writing Center. 26 June 2003. University Writing Center, California State Polytechnic University, Pomona. 26 May 2004 <http://www.csupomona.edu/uwc>. 

The author is unknown for the site and so is left out. This entry would appear in the “Works Cited” section alphabetized by “University.”

The MLA style also requires in-text documentation for every direct quotation, indirect quotation, paraphrase, or summary. If the author is given in the text, the page number should be given in parentheses at the end of the sentence containing the material. For example, here is a paraphrase of material from Pollan’s article on corn. Because the author is not named in the text, the last name goes in the parentheses:

A University of Minnesota study suggests that a diet high in fructose can lead to more risks of obesity and heart disease (Pollan).

Practice with Sources: Quote, Paraphrase, Respond. Choose three passages from the text you are reading that you might be able to use in an essay. First, write each passage down as a correctly punctuated direct quotation. Second, paraphrase the material in your own words. Finally, respond to the idea expressed in the passage by agreeing or disagreeing with it and explaining why. 

Writing Rhetorically

Prewriting 

Activity 13: Reading the Assignment

	Writing Assignment

Write an essay on one of the following topics:

1. Analyze your own diet or your family’s diet in light of the Pollan and Berry articles you have studied. Is it possible for you to eat a more healthy diet? Why or why not?

2. Analyze the five snack foods that you consume regularly and determine how many corn byproducts you eat. Argue whether or not you have a healthy diet.

3. Imagine that you will be having Berry or Pollan (or both) to dinner. What would you serve them? Why would you make your choices? And where would you purchase the food?

4. Do you think Pollan and Berry fundamentally agree with one another? In what ways do they agree and in what ways do you think they disagree even slightly?

5. Review Berry’s list of ways of eating responsibly and determine which ones are possible for you and your family.

Be sure to refer to and cite the readings and your research (whether from texts or Web sites). If you interview someone (a knowledgeable pharmacist, teacher, produce clerk, organic farmer, etc.), make sure that you quote accurately and give your references.


Strategies for Reading Assignments
· Read the assignment choices carefully, making sure you understand the language used (determine, refer to and cite, review, etc.) and that you understand the task.
· Ask yourself if the assignment specifies what you are to do, or do you have choices?

· Think about the purpose of the assignment. Are you informing and reporting? Are you persuading your readers of something? 

· Make sure you understand when an assignment is due and plan a timeline for drafting, revising, and editing.

· Make sure you understand the criteria that will be applied for grading your assignment. 

· Who is the audience for your essay?

Activity 14: Writing under Pressure

Sometimes, you must produce an adequate first draft in a time-pressure situation. It’s a good idea to practice these types of essays. At this point, we are using a timed writing assignment as a prewriting exercise to help you discover what you think on a related topic. Following are the writing assignment and some strategies for writing under pressure. This is the type of essay you might write for the English Placement Test (EPT), which is the CSU English placement device. 
	On-Demand Writing Assignment

You will have 45 minutes to plan and write an essay on the topic assigned below. Before you begin writing, read the passage carefully and plan what you will say. Your essay should be as well organized and carefully written as you can make it.

Most of us are so busy that we seldom spend time learning to cook a healthy meal. Instead, we spend extra money eating out or having food delivered, or we pop frozen food into the microwave, or we open a soft drink and a bag of chips. We have no idea what is in most of the processed food that we eat, nor do we want to know. Often parents work, so they are no longer the ones responsible for making sure that their children have healthy food in the home or that they eat well. Since parents are too busy to teach their children how to shop for food or how to cook, perhaps it’s time that middle and high schools have required courses for students so that they learn the essential skills for maintaining health: how to shop and how to cook.
—Tom Small

Explain Small’s argument and discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with his analysis. Support your position, providing reasons and examples from your own experience, observations, or reading.


Strategies for Writing under Pressure
1.
Read and reread the passage. Do the same with the prompt, and then underline the important verbs that tell you what action to perform. For example, in the prompt are the verbs “explain,” “discuss,” and “support.” Note that the prompt asks you to “discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with his (Small’s) analysis.” That means you can agree or disagree with some of what he says or with all or it. You do not have to accept or reject everything; there are degrees of possibilities.

2.
Find the argument in the passage (in this case, it’s the last line).

3.
Quickly jot down some ideas you have. Do you agree or disagree with the author’s basic position? To what degree? Should middle and high schools require courses for students to learn to grocery shop, cook, and thus eat healthy foods? Is it up to the schools to do this? Does it just depend?

4.
Figure out the topics of your body paragraphs and draft the topic sentences.

5.
Don’t worry about a smooth introduction; begin with your point, your tentative thesis. Remember to state a position.

6.
What is the evidence you will use to prove your position? Jot down the evidence that you can think of in a bullet list or in a few words. Fit these into your paragraph outline, after your topic sentences. Having this brief outline will remind you of what you want to say. 
(Of course, you can change your mind as you write as you discover new evidence or new ideas.)

Activity 15: Getting Ready to Write 

After choosing a topic from the choices provided in Activity 13, use one or more of the prewriting techniques from the list of “Prewriting Strategies” (provided by your teacher) to generate ideas on the issue: brainstorming, informal outlines, quickwrites, “webbing,” “clustering.”

Think about your audience, and then consider what most people know and think about the topic. What persuasive techniques might you use if you have a somewhat hostile audience? Should you use only logic? Or should you use all three of the appeals: logic, emotion, ethos? You may want to discuss these aspects of prewriting with a classmate or in small groups.

Activity 16: Formulating a Working Thesis

Record your responses to the following questions:

· What specific question will your essay answer? What is your response to the question or problem? (This is your tentative/working thesis.)

· What support have you found for your thesis?

· What evidence have you found for this support? For example, facts, statistics, authorities, personal experience, anecdotes, stories, scenarios, and examples.

· How much background information do your readers need to understand your topic and thesis?

· If readers were to disagree with your thesis or the validity of your support, what would they say? How would you address their concerns (what would you say to them)?

Now draft a possible thesis for your essay.

Writing

Activity 17: Composing a Draft

When you write an argument essay, choose a subject that matters to you. If you have strong feelings, you will find it much easier to gather evidence and convince your readers of your point of view. Keep in mind, however, that your readers might feel just as strongly about the opposite side of the issue. The following guidelines will help you write a good argument essay.

1.
State your opinion on your topic in your thesis statement. To write a thesis statement for an argument essay, you need to take a stand for or against an action or an idea. In other words, your thesis statement should be debatable—a statement that can be argued or challenged and will not be met with agreement by everyone who reads it. Your thesis statement should introduce your subject and state your opinion about that subject.


Note Michael Pollan’s thesis in his first paragraph: “These days the nation’s nearly 80 million-acre field of corn rolls across the countryside like a second great lawn, but this wholesome, all-American image obscures a decidedly more dubious reality.” This is a debatable thesis. 


Not debatable: Most people like to eat corn in the summer.


Not debatable: Many adults buy corn in the supermarket during the summer.


Pollan sets up his argument with some background about corn and about the domestication of plants and how important that is to the health and propagation of the plant itself. This background information is necessary for the reader to understand Pollan’s position.

2.
Find out as much as you can about your audience before you write. Knowing your readers’ background and feelings on your topic will help you choose the best supporting evidence and examples. Suppose that you want to convince people in two different age groups to quit eating so many snack foods. You might tell the group of teenagers that snack foods will make them gain weight and have cavities. But with a group of adults, you might discuss the statistics about health and longevity.


Pollan’s essay was first published in the New York Times, which has a highly educated readership, mostly in the northeast part of the U.S. His discussion has to take into consideration the varieties of people who read the New York Times throughout the U.S and in the world. His essay is filled with facts.

3.
Choose evidence that supports your thesis statement. Evidence is probably the most important factor in writing an argument essay. Without solid evidence, your essay is nothing more than opinion; with it, your essay can be powerful and persuasive. If you supply convincing evidence, your readers will not only understand your position but also perhaps agree with it.


Evidence can consist of facts, statistics, statements from authorities, and examples or personal stories. Examples and personal stories can be based on your own observations, experiences, and reading, but your opinions are not evidence. Other strategies, such as comparison/contrast, definition, and cause/effect, can be particularly useful in building an argument. Use any combination of evidence and writing strategies that will help you support your thesis statement.


Note the following use of evidence by Pollan:


Facts
· The average bushel of corn (56 pounds) sells for about $2 today. (paragraph 4)


Statistics
· Nearly 10 percent of the calories Americans consume now come from corn sweeteners; the figure is 20 percent for many children. (paragraph 7)


Statements from Authorities

· A recent study at the University of Minnesota found that a diet high in fructose (compared to glucose) elevates triglyceride levels in men shortly after eating, a phenomenon that has been linked to an increased risk of obesity and heart disease. (paragraph 10)


Examples and Personal Stories

· None

4.
Anticipate opposing points of view. In addition to stating and supporting your position, anticipating and responding to opposing views is important. Presenting only your side of the argument leaves half the story untold—the opposition’s half. If you acknowledge that there are opposing arguments and answer them, you will move your reader more in your direction; you will impress them with your honesty.


Wendell Berry says, in paragraph 6, “Perhaps I exaggerate, but not by much.” That acknowledgment adds to his credibility. We all exaggerate at times.

5.
Find some common ground. Pointing out common ground between you and your opponent is also an effective strategy. Common ground refers to points of agreement between two opposing positions. For example, one person might be a vegetarian and the other a meat eater. Acknowledging that vegetarians do, in fact, have to be careful that they eat enough protein begins the conversation with meat eaters. Everyone cares about the health of their bodies (or most do). When you state in your essay that you agree with your opponent on certain points, your reader sees you as a fair person. 


In paragraph 21, Berry says, “Though I am by no means a vegetarian, I dislike the thought that some animal has been made miserable in order to feed me.” He admits that although he eats meat, he’s also concerned with the animal itself. Few would argue that he ought not care about how an animal is raised.

6.
Maintain a reasonable tone. Just as you probably would not win an argument by shouting or making mean or nasty comments, do not expect your readers to respond well to such tactics. Keep the “voice” of your essay calm and sensible. Your readers will be much more open to what you have to say if they think you are a reasonable person.


Note Pollan’s rhetorical questions in paragraph 8: “So why begrudge corn its phenomenal success? Isn’t this the way domestication should work?”

7.
Organize your essay so that it presents your position as effectively as possible. By the end of your essay, you want your audience to agree with you. So you want to organize your essay in such a way that your readers can easily follow it. The number of paragraphs may vary, depending on the nature of your assignment, but the outline in the following activity shows the order in which the features of an argument essay are most effective.

Activity 18: Organizing the Essay

The following items are traditional parts of all essays:

Introduction
The length of the introduction depends on the length of the argument.

· Begin with a “hook” to get the reader’s attention. Avoid truisms: “Everyone likes to eat.”

· Give background information that the audience might need. Here you size up just what information is necessary for your reader(s).

· Introduce the subject.

· State your position: thesis statement.

Body
The number of paragraphs in the body depends upon the extent of the argument. The form should not drive your content (i.e., five-paragraph essay); rather, your content should determine the form to use. 

· Consider common ground.

· Provide plenty of evidence (logical and emotional).

· Deal with one aspect of your argument in each of your body paragraphs.

· Acknowledge and respond to the opposing point of view.

· Consider using strong topic sentences.

· Connect each bit of information to the point you are trying to prove in each of your body paragraphs.

· Use the thesis like a contract: it dictates the content of the essay.

Conclusion

An elegant conclusion doesn’t just stop; it ends.

· Don’t merely restate your position if it is evident.

· You may want to call for action or agreement.

· You may find a solution to the problem you see.

· In the conclusion, answer the question in the reader’s mind, “So what?”

Activity 19: Developing the Content

Read the following highlights about developing your essay:

· Most body paragraphs consist of a topic sentence (or an implied topic sentence) and concrete details to support that topic sentence. 

· Body paragraphs give evidence in the form of examples, illustrations, statistics, and so forth. They also analyze the meaning of the evidence.

· Each topic sentence is usually directly related to the thesis statement. 

· No set number of paragraphs is required for an essay. 

· The thesis dictates and focuses the content of an essay.

Revising and Editing

Activity 20: Revising the Draft

You now need to work on the organization and development of your draft to make sure that your essay is as effective as possible.

Peer Group Work

In groups of three or four, each of you will read your essay aloud to other members of the group. Then complete Part I of the Evaluation Form that your teacher will provide for each essay.

Paired Work

Work in pairs to decide how you will revise the problems that group members have identified.

Individual Work

Revise the draft on the basis of the feedback you have received and the decisions you have made with your partners. Consider the following questions as revision guidelines for individual work:

1. Have I responded to the assignment?

2. What is my purpose for this essay?

3. What should I keep? What is most effective?

4. What should I add? Where do I need more details, examples, and other evidence to support my point?

5. What could I delete? Did I use irrelevant details? Was I repetitive?

6. What should I change? Are parts of my essay confusing or contradictory? Do I need to explain my ideas more fully?

7. What should I rethink? Was my position clear? Did I provide enough analysis to convince my readers?

8. How is my tone? Was I too overbearing, too firm? Do I need qualifiers?

9. Have I addressed differing points of view?

10. Does my conclusion show the significance of my essay?

11. Have I incorporated key terms or vocabulary from the articles or from class discussions? Have I used the terms correctly and justifiably?

Activity 21: Editing the Draft

You now need to work with the grammar, punctuation, and mechanics of your draft to make sure that your essay will conform to the guidelines of standard written English.

Working individually, edit your draft based on the information you have received from your instructor or from a tutor. Use Part II of the Evaluation Form as an editing checklist. The following editing guidelines will also help you to edit your own work:

1. If possible, set your essay aside for 24 hours before rereading to find errors.

2. If possible, read your essay aloud to a friend so you can hear your errors.

3. Focus on individual words and sentences rather than on the overall meaning. Take a sheet of paper and cover everything except the line you are reading. Then touch your pencil to each word as you read.

4. With the help of your teacher, figure out your own pattern of errors—the most serious and frequent errors you make. 

5. Look for only one type of error at a time. Then go back and look for a second type and, if necessary, a third.

6. Use the dictionary to check spelling and confirm that you’ve chosen the right word for the context. 

Activity 22: Reflecting on the Writing

When you have completed your own essay, answer these six questions:

1. What was your greatest difficulty with this assignment? 

2. Which part was the easiest?

3. What did you learn about arguing as you completed this assignment?

4. What do you think are the strengths of your argument? Place a wavy line by the parts of your essay that you feel are very good.

5. What are the weaknesses, if any, of your paper? Place an X by the parts of your essay where you need help. Write any questions you have in the margin.

6. What have you learned from this assignment about your own writing process—about preparing to write, about writing the first draft, about revising, and about editing?
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